OHIO DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAID
Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee
Ohio Department of Medicaid
50 W. Town Street, Room C621-A and C621-B
Columbus, OH
October 3, 2018
9:00 AM
MINUTES
Committee Members Present:
Tracey Archibald, PharmD
Michelle Barger, PharmD
Susan Baker, CNP
Mary Ann Dzurec, PharmD
Suzanne Eastman, RPh
Jennifer Gwilym, DO
Stephen Hersey, MD
Karen Jacobs, DO, Chair
Melissa Jefferis, MD
Committee Members Not Present:
Sandra Hrometz PhD, RPh
Contract Staff/Change Healthcare Staff Present:
Jeffrey Barkin, MD
Chad Bissell, PharmD
Jill RK Griffith, BS, PharmD
Steven Liles, MD
Benjamin Link, PharmD
Gail Master, RPh
Payal Patel, PharmD
Also present were approximately 96 observers, most representing pharmaceutical manufacturers.
I.

Call to Order
Dr. Jacobs called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m.

II.

Introductions
Dr. Jacobs welcomed the Pharmacy & Therapeutics (P&T) Committee and all guests in the audience. The
committee introduced themselves.

III.

Department of Medicaid Update
Dr. Barger provided information about the Ohio Department of Medicaid (ODM) Pharmacy &
Therapeutics Committee By-Laws changes. Discussion ensued, and the By-Laws were amended as drafted
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and would be made available on the website for review by interested parties. Dr. Archibald provided
updates on the Department’s Unified Preferred Drug (PDL) initiative. Beginning January 1, 2019, the Ohio
Department of Medicaid (ODM) will require all managed care plans (MCPs) and fee-for-service (FFS) in Ohio to
use the ODM preferred drug list (PDL) and prior authorization criteria for selected drug categories as identified
in the draft PDL. Dr. Archibald outlined changes to the MCP provider agreements for January 1, 2019 that would
include the requirement for transparency with pharmacy claims payment and requirements that the plans move
to a pass-through model for their pharmacy services. Dr. Archibald provided an update on the Drug Utilization
Review (DUR) Board and Committee for ODM. She identified that new members would be joining the
Committee and Board and provided an overview of the recent retrospective DUR interventions conducted. Dr.
Archibald also identified the ongoing project with ODM pharmacy students to identify members receiving
concurrent opioids and medication assisted treatment (MAT) for opioid use disorder (OUD). Dr. Archibald
provided a copy of the report prepared by ODM to the Committee that discusses the benefits of Medicaid
expansion in Ohio. The report was published in August of 2018 and is available on ODM’s website. The report
concludes that Medicaid reduced the rate of uninsured in Ohio, benefited the health of enrollees, and reduced
costly Emergency Department visits among other benefits. Dr. Archibald advised the Committee that ODM is
developing a new process for interested parties and drug manufacturers to meet with the Department. The
Department will announce these changes as more information becomes available and stakeholders are
encouraged to check the website for updates. Dr. Archibald identified that ODM is conducting its cost of
dispensing survey as required every two years. There were no questions from the Committee related to these
updates.
IV.

Manufacturer Presentations
a. Novo Nordisk, Rebinyn®
b. Eisai, Fycompa®
c. Sunovion, Aptiom®
d. Tris Pharma, Dynavel XR®
e. Sanofi, Aubagio®
f. AstraZeneca, Belsomra®
g. Novo Nordisk, Tresiba®
h. Astra Zeneca, Qtern®/Xigduo®
i. Janssen, Invokana®
j. Eli Lilly, Trulicity®
k. Merck, Steglatro®/ Stegluromet®/ Steglujan®
l. Novo Nordisk, Ozempic®
m. Sanofi, Admelog®
n. Pfizer, Xeljanz®
o. Sanofi, Kevzara®
p. UCB, Cimzia®
q. Merck, Noxafil®
r. Janssen, Symtuza™
s. Sunovion, Utibron®Neohaler®
t. Merck, Asmanex® Twisthaler, Asmanex® HFA
u. Pfizer, Eucrisa®
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The session was adjourned at 11:25 a.m. with a break for lunch.
P & T reconvened at 12:40 p.m. with presentations by interested parties.
V.

Interested Party Presentation
a. Dr. Brian Beesley, drug coverage for HIV antiretroviral drugs & Hepatitis C
Dr. Beesley provided information on the treatment of HIV and requested the removal of prior
authorization for the HIV antiretroviral class. Dr. Beesley also provided information on the treatment of
hepatitis C and requested access to coverage for Ohio Medicaid members regardless of fibrosis score.
b. Dr. Antonio Phillips, Eucrisa®
Dr. Phillips provided testimony on his practice’s experience with the drug Eucrisa®, including benefits of
non-steroid option. Dr. Phillips requested a removal of the prior authorization for Eucrisa®.
c. Novartis, Entresto®
Novartis requested the P&T consider the removal of the final two bulleted PA requirements for
Entresto®.

VI.

Approval of July 12th, 2018 Meeting Minutes
The minutes from the prior P&T meeting were reviewed. Dr. Gwilym moved to approve the minutes, seconded
by Dr. Hersey. Votes were taken, and the minutes were approved.

VII.

Preferred Drug List Review
Following the completion of presentations from drug manufacturers and interested parties, the P&T Committee
members deliberated on the classes for extraction. It was announced that the recommendation for Adzenys® XRODT to be made preferred was to be changed to recommend it remain non-preferred and Vyvanse® Chewable
remain preferred. The following drug categories were extracted for review and discussion with the remainder of
the categories being voted and approved as recommended in the draft PDL document with the correction to
Adzenys® XR-ODT and Vyvanse® Chewable.
Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Medication Assisted Treatment of Opioid Addiction
Endocrine Agents: Diabetes – Insulin
Endocrine Agents: Diabetes – Non-Insulin
Infectious Disease Agents: Antivirals – Hepatitis C Agents
Respiratory Agents: Beta-Adrenergic Agonists – Inhaled, Short Acting
Respiratory Agents: Beta-Adrenergic Agonists – Inhaled, Long Acting
Respiratory Agents: Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Respiratory Agents: Glucocorticoid Agents – Inhaled
Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Anticonvulsants
Immunomodulator Agents for Systemic Inflammatory Disease
Infectious Disease Agents: Antivirals-HIV
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a. Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Medication Assisted Treatment of Opioid Addiction
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview of the category and ODM provided an overview of the
proposed criteria and drug coverage changes. Discussion ensued regarding the potential coverage of generic
buprenorphine tablets without restrictions and ODM identified that outside of the PDL proposal, safety edits
would be put in place to ensure appropriate utilization of these products consistent with Ohio
Administrative Code Rules for outpatient treatment of opioid addiction. This would include a restriction of
buprenorphine-only to females of child bearing age as well as dose limits. Votes were taken, and the
category was approved as listed on the draft PDL.
b. Endocrine Agents: Diabetes – Insulin
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview of the management of diabetes and ODM provided an
overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage changes. Discussion ensued around the potential
clinical benefits of select insulin products. Votes were taken, and the category was approved as listed on the
draft PDL.
c. Endocrine Agents: Diabetes – Non-Insulin
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview of the management of diabetes and ODM provided an
overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage changes. Discussion ensued around the potential
clinical benefits of select glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonists (GLP-1) and sodium-glucose transporter
2 (SGLT2) inhibitor products. Votes were taken, and the category was approved as listed on the draft PDL.
d. Infectious Disease Agents: Antivirals – Hepatitis C Agents
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of chronic hepatitis C and ODM
provided an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage changes. Discussion ensued around
proposed fibrosis and specialist restrictions. Votes were taken, and the committee’s recommendation is
shown below:
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e. Respiratory Agents: Beta-Adrenergic Agonists – Inhaled, Short Acting
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) and ODM provided an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage
changes. Votes were taken, and the category was approved as listed on the draft PDL.
f.

Respiratory Agents: Beta-Adrenergic Agonists – Inhaled, Long Acting
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) and ODM provided an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage
changes. Votes were taken, and the category was approved as listed on the draft PDL.

g. Respiratory Agents: Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) and ODM provided an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage
changes. Votes were taken, and the category was approved as listed on the draft PDL.
h. Respiratory Agents: Glucocorticoid Agents – Inhaled
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of asthma and chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease (COPD) and ODM provided an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage
changes. Discussion arose around the 4th bullet of the 1st step of the proposed criteria for coverage. The
recommendation was to change the requirement from a patient’s condition being defined as unstable based
upon emergency room visits to more closely align with the guidelines for asthma management. Votes were
taken, and the committee’s recommendation is shown below:
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i.

Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Anticonvulsants
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of seizure disorders and ODM provided
an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage changes. Discussion ensued regarding potential
clinical merits of select agents over existing products. Votes were taken, and the committee’s
recommendation is shown below:
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j.

Immunomodulator Agents for Systemic Inflammatory Disease
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of systemic inflammatory disease with
cytokine and cell adhesion molecules modifiers and ODM provided an overview of the proposed criteria and
drug coverage changes. Discussion ensued around potential benefits of having a first line oral agent as well
as the potential benefits of select products in women of child bearing age. The Committee deliberated the
merits of enacting changes now or waiting for more clinical information to be available. Votes were taken,
and the category was approved as listed on the draft PDL.

k. Infectious Disease Agents: Antivirals-HIV
Change Healthcare provided a clinical overview on the management of HIV with a focus on treating
treatment naïve patients and ODM provided an overview of the proposed criteria and drug coverage
changes. Discussion ensued around the benefits of single tablet regimens on adherence as well as the use of
select regimens in women of child bearing age. ODM identified retrospective DUR efforts undertaken to
evaluate and address adherence to HIV-regimens. The Committee requested additional information around
regimens ODM identified in non-adherent patients. Votes were taken, and the committee’s
recommendation is shown below:
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VIII.

Other Business
No new business

IX.

Next Meeting Dates
Next meeting date were set as follows:
a. January 16th, 2019 at 50W Town Street
b. April 10th, 2019 at 50W Town Street
c. July 10th, 2019 at 50W Town Street
d. October 2nd, 2019 at 50W Town Street

X.

Adjournment
Dr. Jacobs adjourned the meeting at 3:10 p.m.
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