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OHIO DEPARTMENT OF MEDICAID 
Pharmacy & Therapeutics Committee 

Ohio Department of Medicaid 
50 W. Town Street, Room C621A and C621B 

Columbus, OH 
July 10, 2019 

10:00 AM 
MINUTES 

 
Committee Members Present:  

Scott Baran, RPh 
Mary Ann Dzurec, PharmD 

Suzanne Eastman, RPh, MS Vice Chair 
Jennifer Gwilym, DO 
Stephen Hersey, MD 

Karen Jacobs, DO Chair 
Melissa Jefferis, MD 

Nathan Samsa, DO, PharmD 
 

Committee Members Not Present: 
Susan Baker, CNP 

 
Ohio Medicaid Staff Present: 

Tracey Archibald, PharmD 
Michelle Barger, PharmD 

 
Contract Staff/Change Healthcare Staff Present: 

Jacquelyn Hedlund, MD 
Jill RK Griffith, BS, PharmD 

Benjamin Link, PharmD 
Gail Master, RPh 

 
Also present were approximately 70 observers, most representing pharmaceutical manufacturers. 
 

I. Call to Order  
Dr. Jacobs called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 

II. Introductions 
Dr. Jacobs welcomed the Pharmacy & Therapeutics (P&T) Committee and all guests in the audience. The 
committee members each introduced themselves. 
 

III. Administrative Matters 
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Dr. Link reminded the Committee that that the October 2nd meeting will be the annual review and may be of 
longer duration than other quarterly meetings.  Dr Jacobs asked the Committee members double check their 
calendars to assure a quorum would be present for the October meeting. 

 
IV. Department of Medicaid Update 

Mr. Baran announced that ODM continues to move forward with the Single Preferred Drug List (PDL) initiatives 
with a planned implementation start date of January 1st, 2020. Mr. Baran identified that since the 
announcement at the prior meeting, ODM Pharmacy staff have hosted 6  visitation days and welcomed guests 
from over 15 different manufacturers. He reminded those present that parties who wish to meet with ODM 
Pharmacy Staff will be required to complete and return a request form. To request a copy of the form, please 
email the ODM Pharmacy mailbox (MEDICAID_PHARMACY@medicaid.ohio.gov). Mr. Baran announced that The 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Annual Drug Utilization Review (DUR) report was due on July 
1st, 2019. For the first time the annual DUR report included information on DUR activity for Medicaid Managed 
Care Plans (MCPs). He concluded by sharing information on ODM’s planned future interventions.   
 

V. Approval of the April 10th, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
The minutes from the prior P&T meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee. 
 

VI. Drug Class Announcements  
Dr. Link announced that the Ohio Department of Medicaid expanded coverage to include home phototherapy 
units available through durable medical equipment suppliers. As a result, the criteria for the drugs covered in 
the current PDL category of Immunomodulator Agents for Systemic Inflammatory Disease was modified to 
recognize this treatment option in the July PDL document. Upon review of the criteria by the P&T Committee 
there were no questions.  
 
Dr. Link announced that a new PDL category for Infectious Disease Agents: Antibiotics – Tetracyclines was 
proposed for addition to the PDL to support the discussions of Nuzyra® (omadacycline) and Seysara™ 
(sarecycline) later in the meeting.  
 

VII. Interested Party Presentations 
There were no interested party presentations. 
 

VIII. Preferred Drug List Review  
a. Analgesic Agents: NSAIDS: Qmiiz™ ODT (meloxicam) 

Dr. Hedlund provided a clinical overview of the medication and following a brief discussion the 
medication was recommended as non-preferred. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the 
proposed category, shown below: 
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b. Analgesic Agents: Opioids: Apadaz™ (benzhydrocodone & acetaminophen) 

Dr. Hedlund  provided a clinical overview of this medication and Mr. Baran recommended a non-

preferred place on the PDL. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the proposed category, 

shown below: 
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c. Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Anticonvulsants: Diacomit® (stiripentol) 

Kimberly Gittings, PharmD, MS, presented clinical information on Diacomit® on behalf of Biocodex. 
Following the presentation, Dr. Link reviewed criteria for Epidiolex® and informed the committee that a 
maximum dose was added to the criteria for authorization Epidiolex®. A question was raised about the 
efficacy and side effect profile of topiramate.  A discussion ensued about the preference of these drugs.  
Mr. Baran informed the committee that ODM is grandfathering current Diacomit® patients and 
recommended a clinical prior authorization for the medication. Votes were taken, and the committee 
approved the proposed category, shown below: 
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d. Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Multiple Sclerosis (MS): Mayzent® (siponimod) 
Jodi Jensen, PharmD, presented an update on Tecfidera on behalf of Biogen and informed the 
committee that with the approval of Siponimod (Mayzent) earlier this year the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) stated “The siponimod labeling will be the first explicitly describing that relapsing 
forms of MS include Clinically Isolated Syndrome (CIS), Relapsing-Remitting MS (RRMS), and secondary 
progressive disease, but all sponsors of the drugs approved for the treatment of relapsing forms of MS 
will be required to update their indication statements to conform with this contemporary 
nomenclature.” (Summary Review for Regulatory Action; NDA209884-siponimod; March 26, 2019)  but 
no timeline by the FDA has been given for compliance with this labeling update.  Following her 
presentation, Domenic Mantella, Pharm D, MBA, provided clinical information on Mayzent® on behalf of 
Novartis. A brief discussion around the adverse effects and pre-treatment testing requirements ensued. 
Mr. Baran recommended a non-preferred place on the PDL. The P&T Committee requested changes to 
the proposed criteria. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the proposed category, shown 
below: 
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e. Central Nervous System (CNS) Agents: Parkinson’s Agents: Inbrija™ (levodopa) 
Dr. Hedlund provided a clinical overview of this medication and Mr. Baran recommended a non-
preferred place on the PDL. Following a brief discussion votes were taken, and the committee approved 
the proposed category, shown below: 
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f. Gastrointestinal Agents: Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS)/ Selected GI: Motegrity™ (prucalopride) 
Dr. Hedlund provided a clinical overview of this medication and Mr. Baran recommended a non-

preferred place on the PDL. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the proposed category, 

shown below: 
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g. Infectious Disease Agents: Antibiotics-Inhaled: Arikayce® (amikacin) 

Dr. Hedlund provided a clinical overview of this medication. Mr. Baran recommended a clinical prior 

authorization on the PDL. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the proposed category, 

shown below:   

 

 
 

h. Infectious Disease Agents: Antibiotics – Tetracyclines: Nuzyra® (omadacycline) 

Melanie Lauterio, PhD provided a clinical overview of this medication for Paratek Pharmaceuticals. Mr. 

Baran recommended a non-preferred place on the PDL. A discussion ensued regarding the appropriate 

authorization criteria for this medication. The draft criteria was amended, votes were taken, and the 

committee approved the proposed category, shown below: 
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i. Infectious Disease Agents: Antibiotics – Tetracyclines: Seysara™ (sarecycline) 
Dr. Hedlund provided a clinical overview of this medication. Mr. Baran recommended a non-preferred 
place on the PDL. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the proposed category, shown below: 
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j. Ophthalmic Agents: Glaucoma: Rocklatan™ (netarsudil and latanoprost) 
Dr. Hedlund provided a clinical overview of this medication. Mr. Baran recommended a preferred place 
on the PDL. Votes were taken, and the committee approved the proposed category, shown below: 
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IX. Other Business 
There was no other business to discuss.  
 

X. Next Meeting Date 
The next meeting date is October 2, 2019 at 9:00 A.M. at the Ohio Department of Medicaid, 50 W Town St.  
 

XI. Adjournment  
Dr. Jacobs adjourned the meeting at 11:20 A.M. 
 

 


